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Elders Class of 2026 

Carol Clancy 

Sally Heffner 

Eileen Tremblay 

 

Elders Class of 2027 

John Hrizuk 
Mary Ann Miller 

 

Elders Class of 
2028 

Scott Kramlich 

Sue Butchinski 

Jennifer Hartman 

John Faisetty 

   ************* 

Deacons Class 
of 2026 

Louise Juretus 

Lois Yudt 

Gail Kramlich 

Deb Snyder 

 

Deacons Class 
of 2027 

Connie Overby 

Karen Sentiwany 

Sue Hoke 

Barbara Quigg 

 

Deacons Class of 
2028   

Melody Faisetty 

Gail Rhinehart 

Megan Justice 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church of 

Hokendauqua  

Welcome to First Presbyterian  Church Of  

Hokendauqua’s Monthly  

Newsletter 

July 2026  

Grace and peace to you! We are thrilled to 

share some  

exciting updates and upcoming events  

happening in our  

Church community! 



Ponderings from PC: 

Where is this year going?!?!?! 

I am feeling a bit like I am on a merry-go-round lately that never stops…I keep going in 
circles and do not seem to be getting anywhere. Of course this is not the absolute truth, 
but as I write this note to you today, I am feeling  like a gerbil on an exercise wheel…
geesh, ok, enough complaining! 

I hope and pray that everyone is enjoying this bit of downtime that comes with the lazy, 
hazy days of summer. We have so much to look forward to this summer and I cannot 
wait to experience all of the fun and festive events we have going on. Last summer, as 
we began ministry together, I had a good amount of time to get to know  you all and 
spend some time in contemplation of where God might  be calling us as a family togeth-
er. This summer, now a full year into ministry, it seems I forgot to get off the treadmill!  I 
look at my calendar and cannot  help but be excited about the growth we have experi-
enced together (spiritual growth that is) and I know that I have received far more than I 
think I have been able to give. For that I am extremely grateful. 

As we continue to plan how we are going to grow together, I pray that we will continue  
to grow in our faith and in our love for our fellow humankind, so that we can live out our 
mission of creating more people becoming more like Christ! 

May God’s  love and grace surround you this day and each day that is to come!  

Pastor Christian 



The Questioner’s Bible Study:  

 

Our Questioner’s Bible Study has begun! This Bible Study is for anyone who has not spent a 

lot of time studying scripture or has ever questioned what they have studied. If you have ever 

spent time reading and wondered what or how to ascribe the words to your life today, then 

join us some week (we meet on Wednesdays at 4 PM) for the discussion! Here are the topics 

we will be covering in the coming weeks: 

 

  7/01  What is the Bible and Why do People Trust It? 

  7/08  Creation: Science, Story, or Theology? 

  7/15  Why Things Go Wrong (The Fall?) 

  7/22  Covenant & Promise (Why Abraham? Why Israel?) 

  7/29  Law, Justice, & Mercy 

  8/05  When Faith Protests…Job and Lament 

 

Upcoming Sermon Series and Scripture: 

 

Date   Reading:   Gospel Reading:   Sermon Title: 

 

7/05  Genesis 24:34-49  Matt 11:16-19, 25-30  Exploring the Foundations of 

          Our Faith V: A Wife for Isaac 

7/12  Genesis 25:19-34  Matt 13:1-9, 18-23  Exploring the Foundations of Our 

          Faith VI: Jacob and Esau 

7/19  Genesis 28:10-19  Matt 13:24-30, 36-43  Exploring the Foundations of Our 

          Faith VII: Jacob’s Dream 

7/26  Genesis 29:15-28  Matt 13:31-33, 44-52  Exploring the Foundations of Our 

          Faith VII: Laban’s Deception 

8/02  Genesis 32:22-31  Matt 14:13-21   Exploring the Foundations of Our 

          Faith IX: Israel’s Blessing 

 

 



Did you know the June Congregation Member? It was Carol C. 

Happy July church family! 

I was born in Oak Harbor, WA in 1951, arriving in the world while my father was serving in the Naval 

Reserve during the Korean War. Though I have never returned to that small naval town, my life’s 

roots quickly settled in Hokey, where my family moved in 1952. I met my future wife in ninth grade, 

and by 1973 we were married—a partnership that has carried us through decades of life, raising 

two wonderful daughters. My days are filled by simple joys: working in the yard, playing golf, 

watching movies, and reading history whenever I can. A perfect moment, I say, is “a straight tee 

shot on the 1st hole on a beautiful morning, ending the day with a nice meal of steamed blue crabs 

with good friends and a Yuengling.  

The Beatitudes have always been a favorite, offering inspiration and reassurance. So has the church 

community I love—a “grass roots, blue collar” place that shaped my values and still feels like home. 

I look forward to communion Sundays and fellowship gatherings, where tasty food and good com-

pany fill the room. I would love to meet Paul someday. His transformation is so interesting, and his 

energy and courage in getting the Christian faith to be a reality is compelling. Though I have trav-

eled widely, the beaches of North Carolina remain my favorite destination, tied to years of family 

memories. If stranded on an island, I would bring my IPOD that has 10,000 songs, my kindle with 

all the books that I still haven’t read yet, sunscreen and of course my beautiful wife.  

Who am I? 

 Mother & Father’s Day Luncheon 

A massive thank you to everyone who came out to 

celebrate and made our luncheon a huge success! 

Your joyful presence, great food & wonderful fel-

lowship truly blessed our congregation. A special 

thank you to all of our wonderful hardworking  

volunteers for making this occasion so special!  





Church News 

N.A meets in the Social Hall Thursdays at 7PM 

Girl Scouts  Meets on Mondays at  6:30pm 

Adult Sunday School is currently on its summer break. We will rejoin and continue studying the  

Psalms in September! 

Community  

Block Party 

July 25th, 3:00-7:00pm   

You’re invited to an after-

noon of food, fun, and fel-

lowship at our neighbor-

hood Block  Party. Cele-

brating with neighbors, en-

joying great food, exciting 

games, water fun, and com-

munity fellowship. There’s 

something for everyone from kids to grandparents! We are in need of volunteers to assist with this event for 

set up, activity stations, food service and clean up. Whether you can help for an  hour or the entire event, 

your support will make a difference to help create a fun, welcoming experience for everyone. Remember 

please don’t forget to bring your sunscreen, chair, towel, family, kids, and energy! 

The Questioner’s Bible Study — Classes begin on Wednesday, July 1st at 4pm. Have you ever ques-

tioned  what you read or heard in scripture.? Have you ever studied the bible or was just curious why we  

should study the bible? Then this Bible study is for  you.! Over the summer,  Pastor will gather with those 

who are  NEW to Bible Study or have ever questioned what they read. Please contact Pastor to reserve 

your seat! (please remember to request your study guide) 

Annual Church Yard Sale —Mark your calendars for our Annual yard sale on September 19th from 

8:00am-to 1:00pm! Donations will be accepted after  August 31st. Please contact the church office to 

schedule a drop-off time. We kindly ask that you do not donate electronics, furniture, or other large items. 

More info. Will be shared in the coming  weeks, so please keep an eye out for updates. Thank you for you 

support! 

Now Hiring: Seeking a reliable part-time Church Custodian. Interested applicants may contact the Church 

office  at 610-264-9693 or via email  at personnel@hokeypres.org for more details and  application infor-

mation. 



Prayers for 
Margaret B.  Amaya Jennifer H.  

Steve B Jonah Brianha 

Todd  Louiseann Nicole 

Helen  Bob O. Family of Joanne M. 

Irene  Sylvia Melissa 

Sue & Dan Andrea & Family Sue B. & Family 

Brian & Family 

Please also remember those who, because of health issues, find it  

difficult to physically worship with us every Sunday. 

 Janet B.   Coplay 

 Donald D.   Catasauqua 

 Judy T.   Whitehall 

 June L.   Whitehall 

 Shirley A.   Sacred Heart Assisted Living 

 Linda D.   Cedarbrook, Allentown 

Karen D.   Good Shepherd, Allentown 

Dorothy S.   Community Fellowship, Whitehall 

We are currently updating our prayer list. Please call  our office at                       

 610-264-9693 or send all Prayer requests via email to:  

       rebeccamontes@hokeypres.org 

The month of July  

Greeters & Ushers     Communion Set-Up /Clean up 
Eileen Tremblay   July 5th  Sue Butchinski  July 5th 

Donna Fink      July 12th  Communion Servers  

Lenny Burkert & Leola Andrews July 19th  Tom & Carol Steigerwalt July 5th 

Carol Clancy & Sue Butchinski July 26th 

  



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

QBS-4pm 

 

2 

NA 

7pm 

 

3 4 

America’s 

250 Th 

5 

Communion 

Food Bank 

6 

Girl scouts 

6pm 

 

7 8 

QBS-4pm  

9 

NA 

7pm 

 

10 11 

12 

Joyful Noise 

13 

Girl scouts 

6pm 

 

14 15 

QBS –4pm 

16 

NA 

7pm 

17 18 

19 

Mission 

20 

Girl scouts 

6pm 

21 22 

QBS-4pm  

 

23 

NA 

7pm 

24 25 

Community 

Block Party 

Time: 3-7pm 

26 

Deacons 

27 

Girl scouts 

6pm 

28 29 

QBS-4pm  

30 

NA-7pm 

World day 

Against 

trafficking 

In Person 

31 Notes: 

The  Questioner’s  

Bible Study 

(QBS) 

NA– Narcotics  

Anonymous 

July 2026 




